
 
C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  

T H E  T E N T H  B I S H O P  O F  

T H E  E P I S C O P A L  D I O C E S E  O F  M O N T A N A  

 
 

Election to be held on Friday, July 26, 2019 
 
 
 
 
 

Petition Process  
 

The Standing Committee of the Diocese of Montana announces that the Petition Process for the next Bishop 
of Montana will be open on Wednesday, May 1, 2019 (the day that the Slate of Candidates is announced) 
through Wednesday May 15, 2019.  The Petition Process is the means by which a qualified person, not 
initially part of the slate, can be nominated for inclusion on the Slate of Candidates.  The Petition Process 
replaced “nominations from the floor” about 20 years ago. 
  
In order for a petition to be considered, each petition must be signed by at least five clergy and five lay 
persons.  Each of the five petitioner clergy must be from separate congregations within the Diocese.  Each of 
the five lay persons must be a confirmed adult communicant in good standing from different congregations 
within the Diocese.  Each petition must be accompanied by all information required by the Standing 
Committee for initial consideration.  

More info on the petition process on diocesan website 



 
The Rev. Marty Stebbins 

Rector of St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, Wilson, North Carolina 
 

I am a cradle Episcopalian from a family of multiple denominations 
and faith traditions. I have been an ordained priest for thirteen 
years. I am also a licensed veterinarian and board-certified 
epidemiologist, having worked mostly in academia and industry 
before following my call to ordained ministry. My greatest joys as a 
veterinary professor were equipping veterinary students in their 
ministry to our society and helping form the careers of future 
veterinary researchers. This is very similar to my current calling as a 
parish priest: equipping people in their call to Christ. 
 
I began my ordained life as a Cluster Missioner in the Diocese of 
North Carolina. These small and vital churches and worshipping 
communities formed me as a priest. Their worship of God drew in 
their broader community, and their outreach ministries were, and 
are, extremely important in their rural communities. They taught me 
that the Episcopal voice is desperately needed and appreciated in 
these small communities. In my work through the diocese, I 

continue to look for creative ways to help strengthen their ministry. Currently, I am the co-chair of the 
Commission on Ministry for the Diaconate, where part of our charge is to work to expand the vocational 
diaconate by helping congregations identify future deacons.  
 
I have been the rector of St. Timothy’s in Wilson, North Carolina for nearly nine years. It is located 
downtown in the county seat of a rural farming county. This growing congregation is large for the region. 
They have a rich history around food-oriented ministries, including the founding the area soup kitchen, which 
recently built their own building. The church continues to offer a Sunday hot breakfast to anyone. And a 
recently-begun exploration is to become a field education site for an on-line seminary. This would allow local 
people who may be called to bi-vocational ministry in the region’s small congregations obtain the necessary 
formation. 
 
There are two ministries that combine my ministry love of Christ and animals: the first is the annual pet 
blessing, to which both pets and livestock are invited. It celebrates the role they have in our lives. The second 
is still in development: the exploration of experiencing the Holy while working with horses, which validates 
people’s transcendent experiences with this part of creation. 
 
I come with my husband, Bob, who is originally from the mountains of West Virginia. I was raised in a multi-
generational military family, living in multiple states and countries before I started school. Our son-in-law 
continues this family tradition and is currently stationed at Ft. Lewis. Bob and I are the proud grandparents of 
three teenage grandchildren, one granddog and one grandcat. 
 
So, I am thrilled to join you in this discernment time to elect a new bishop. My introduction to your joys and 
experiences of being Montanan Episcopalians while at the discernment retreat has filled me with much hope 
and excitement for the future of the Episcopal Church in Montana. My husband and I look forward to 
meeting more of you this July. 
 
  



The Rev. Mary Caucutt 
Rector of Christ Church, Cody, Wyoming 

 
A priest of twenty-five years, I have built connected and outward 
reaching community, nurturing spiritual growth and mission. I hear 
God’s call to apostolic ministry. My passion for the rural west 
together with the gifts and challenges of the Episcopal Church in 
Montana makes my heart sing.  

We need leaders who listen for the Holy Spirit’s leadership, nurture 
fellow leaders, and invite reaching out to neighbors in new ways. I 
bring gifts for seeing the big picture, building community, generating 
ideas, encouraging others to listen for the Holy Spirit, working 
through conflict, and being open to new learning. I am a teacher, 
preacher, pastor, administrator, and community leader.  

I have created and led classes and retreats with all ages, in churches, 
retreat centers, and the mountains. I reach beyond content-learning 
to focus on praxis-learning. In the diocese, I have formed lay 
preachers, liturgists, and leaders to address adaptive challenges in 
their congregations.  

My love of proclamation has led me to form feedback groups; 
pursue education in homiletics; and use image in preaching: Godly 
Play materials, flannel board story, and projection technology.  

Chaplaincy ministry has formed me for pastoral caring with those who suffer. In the parish, I formed pastoral care teams so 
others can share the ministry of Christ’s love. My CPE training developed gifts of listening to others, and for the voice of 
God.  

I supervise twenty-three full/part-time employees. I bring experience in social entrepreneurship, reshaping thrift stores to 
grant $100,000+ annually, and rebuilding a Diocesan retreat center. I bring financial and property management experience, 
leading the Wyoming Foundation as it grew to $75 million and shaping its planned giving efforts.  

I have led community non-profit boards. In diocesan life, I have been involved in governance, clergy advocacy, and General 
Convention. I am dean of my region. I just finished a Doctor of Ministry in leadership. 

Ignatian spirituality insists that God is active in our everyday lives, providing me a pathway to deeper prayer, good decision-
making guided by faithful discernment, and an active life of service to others. Ignatian prayer equips me to use imagination 
with scripture, end each day in reflection, and freely seek God in all things.  

Casey and Miriam, my husband and daughter, help rein in my tendency to hover. I garden in arid, alkali soil and cook with 
fresh produce. Our family finds the Wyoming landscape more suitable to hiking and camping than growing, and we 
experience God in the beauty of creation.  

The bishop’s role is to support webs of interconnection rather than sit in the traditional hierarchical and diocesan office-
centered ministry. I will strive to be a mentor and a partner encouraging congregations to follow the Holy Spirit, connect with 
each other, and reach unchurched neighbors. I will grow mission minded people, cultivate servants, and model contextual 
listening for the Holy Spirit. I bring love, flexibility, cultural sensitivity, directness, partnership building, and Holy Spirit 
energy to this work.  

The gathered church always has the gifts necessary to follow where the Spirit leads. 



The Rev. Nina Pooley 
Rector of St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church in Yarmouth, Maine 

 
Greetings, people of the Diocese of Montana! I’m so looking forward to 
meeting you in person! 
 
I am drawn to your combination of joy and hard work, your honesty and 
hope, and your clear understanding of your diocese’s unique identity and 
needs. The missional heart at the core of your ministry, and your desire for 
true pastoral relationship between the bishop and the communities of the 
diocese resonate deeply with me. Serving with you, being fully present with 
you in mission and ministry, would be a joy! 
 
I was raised in a secular home, choosing Christianity intentionally, being 
baptized my first year in college. (My father was born and raised in 
Mumbai, India; my mother is from Methuen, Massachusetts.) My 
upbringing affords me perspective and entry to interfaith and ecumenical 
collaborations, and has helped me stand in the threshold place between the 
church and the world, translating for, and welcoming those who are 
unchurched. Much of my life has been spent working with youth and 
young adults in Episcopal school communities, first as an athletic trainer 

and teacher, and eventually as a chaplain. 
 
For the past 12 years I've had the privilege of serving as the rector of St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church in 
Yarmouth, Maine. St. Bart’s, known for genuine welcome and creative approach to liturgy, often serves as an 
entry point for many who are unchurched. With 12 years of experience in shaping responsive liturgy, I’m 
enthusiastic about serving as Vice-Chair of the Task Force for Liturgy and Prayer Book Revision (an Interim 
Body of General Convention). I spent more than a decade on the diocesan finance committee in Maine, 
finding new ways to fund mission and ministry on the ground, advocating for those who serve the farthest 
reaches of our diocese; while promoting standards of being transparent, equitable, and relational in the way 
we do our work. As Chair of Finance, I brought that work before our diocese with energy and clarity - 
focused on mission and ministry, and our being One in the Body of Christ. 
 
My spiritual gifts are straight forward and obvious. I love well. I’m direct and I speak the Gospel clearly. I 
relate well to people of all ages, and of differing opinions. I’ve been a care-giver my whole life and that 
charism is foundational to my ministry. I’m pastoral and relational by nature -it’s where I find joy in my 
vocation. I pay attention, raise up the gifts of others, and seen connections, patterns, and possibilities in how 
those gifts might come together to lead us forward to what God is calling us to become. 
 
I am joyful – my joy is grounded in the hope that is within me, and my deep and abiding faith in God. It’s 
from this place of being deeply hopeful that I’m relatively undaunted when faced with challenges. I’m creative 
in my approach to problem solving, and I understand that we have to be willing to risk, to try, to be 
imperfect, on our way to finding what God is calling us to become. Yet I believe we can move forward 
together with faithfulness, courage and JOY. My husband Ken is a photographer and web marketing 
professional, and we’ve been married for 25 years. We have two daughters, both of whom are in college (and 
three cats and one dog, all rescues). 
 
I look forward to getting to know you, Nina+ 
 


